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REVELATION 
 

Creatures with six wings and eyes all around? A lamb with seven horns and seven 
eyes? Dragons and horsemen and beasts? Oh my… 
 
This September we have a preaching and teaching series based on the book of  
Revelation. Revelation is a highly enigmatic and apocalyptic book. It has gotten a bad 
rap over the years from bad theology. The ‘Left Behind’ series of novels, which was 
based on a highly distorted interpretation of Revelation, was very popular in the  
early part of the 21st Century. 
 
Revelation was written for Christians who were being persecuted under the Roman 
Empire. But at its core, it is a message of hope, letting them know that Christ, the 
sacrificial Lamb who was crushed by the powers of Empire, has risen victorious, and 
rules over heaven and earth.  It is a message of perseverance in the face of great  
oppression.   
 
What does Revelation have to say to us today? Why are we calling the series, ‘Left 
Behind and Loving It’? You’ll have to join us for worship on Sunday and our  
Wednesday night gatherings to find out. Come and join us this September as we ex-
plore this strange, enigmatic and ultimately hopeful message. 
 

Yours in Christ, 
+Pastor Rick 



Hi!  I am Miguel Campos (AKA:  Michael) and I  
studied piano and organ under Lorraine Snider 
(Hanley) from the age of 9 until the age of 19 when I 
left the San Diego area to enlist in the U.S. Army.  I was 
raised in the South Bay area since the age of 5, and 
have lived here for most of my 64 years.  During my 
junior high and High School years I participated in the 

school band by playing flute, tympani, bells (glockenspiel), xylophone, and other percussion  
instruments.  
 
In 1970, Father Vincent Lorenz, of St. Charles Catholic church, asked for a volunteer musician who 
could learn to play the church organ for the Spanish Mass. At the age of 16, I volunteered, as suggested 
by my mother, and this was the start of my involvement in church music. 
 
Later, in 1973, when I was stationed in Ludwigsburg, Germany, I helped put together a small choir of 
enlisted persons and officers to sing during the Christmas holidays at the post and at a nearby  
retirement home.  I also assisted the Chaplain at various military locations accompanying hymns at the 
weekly masses.  Upon my return (in 1976) to the San Diego area I was hired as organist at St. Michael’s 
Catholic Church in Paradise Hills.  Later in 1982 thru 1986 I lived in Los Angeles and was hired by Bell 
Memorial United Methodist Church (in Rowland Heights) as choir director and organist. 
 
Upon return to San Diego I was hired as organist/pianist at various other churches to include:  Rolando 
United Methodist Church, St. Mary’s by the Sea Episcopal Church (IB) and later at Gethsemane  
Lutheran Church in Serra Mesa where I remained as choir director/accompanist for 14 years.  During 
these years I also studied Voice from John Cottone (Cantor of Sacred Heart Church in Coronado & 
member of the San Diego Opera). 
In 2007 I left Gethsemane for a break to relax and enjoy a couple of trips to Europe.  I traveled to  
Germany and Spain and have been working on perfecting my German speaking skills while also  
speaking Spanish my entire life. 
 
In 2014, I was hired as Music Director/Pianist/Organist at Atone-
ment Lutheran Church where I  
remained until the end of August 2018. 
 

My current interests are in learning to speak Catalan, learning to 
dance Flamenco and taking care of my pet dogs, Chanel (miniature 
poodle mix) and Mercedes (Maltipoo).  I work part-time as a 
bookkeeper and I am looking forward to the opportunity of provid-
ing my skills to the congregation at Ascension Lutheran Church. 



DRIVERS NEEDED 
 

Worship and Music and Outreach  
Committee will be in need of drivers and 

big SUVs for the singers who will be  
performing at our Concert at 4pm on 

Sunday Sept 30th. Contact Kathy Hass if 
you could help us. You would be driving 

downtown for pickup and coming back to 
Ascension, staying for the concert and the 
meal provided for the drivers & singers 
and taking them back after the meal.  

Join us for a Padres Faith & Family Night on  
Sat. Sep 29 vs Diamondbacks at 5:40 pm  

with post-game Q&A, testimony with players and  
concert by Matt Maher,  

contemporary Christian artist.  
Reserve your tickets starting Sunday 8/19!  

See Dale Sorenson for more info on pricing and 
seating options.   

ASCENSION BEING THE HANDS AND FEET  
OF JESUS THROUGH GIVING 

 
Check out how the love offering for the Burmese Back to School Outreach Project/Agape Myanmar 
Mission blessed so many children.  Eighteen Burmese Refugee Children are coming to know the Lord 

because of the Back to School Outreach projects. 
Because of your support and prayer, they were able to provide School Backpack and Supplies to 

250  Student at home and at the Outreach Event.  



 A group called "Wrapped in Love" meets at 
St. Therese on Wednesdays from 10am-noon. 
It's a group of knitters, crocheters and people 
skilled in making fleece blankets for the  
following charities: Ronald McDonald House, 
The Salvation Army Door of Hope, Catholic 
Charities Immigration Services, The Trinitarian 
Sisters Orphanage in Tecate, and the Alpha 
Project Tent City. Their most recent creations 
were donated as care packages to Balboa 
Naval Hospital as care packages to new-
borns to be taken home. If interested in this 
ministry call St. Therese Catholic Parishat  
1-619-582-3716. St. Therese President's 
name is: JoAnn Rossi. Stephanie Millican has a 
bag of homemade knitted hats, scarves and a 
blanket and is interested, are you? 

Pastor Rick will be traveling to Borneo, Malaysia for 
two weeks this November with Bishop Andy and oth-
ers representatives from the Pacifica Synod. More in-
formation on the trip can be found in the following 
letter. Please pray for Pastor and the Pacifica team on 
this pilgrimage!  
 
BACK TO BORNEO IN NOVEMBER FOR SEVERAL LCR MEMBERS 
In early November Judy Wiggins, Jamie Buffkin and Paul Coulter will 

be winging their way back to Kota Kinabalu, East Malaysia, on the third largest island in the world, Borneo (also shared 
with Indonesia and the tiny nation of Brunei).  They will join Bishop Andy Taylor, Bishop Emeritus Murray Finck and others 
from Pacifica Synod for celebrations dedicating two newly constructed Basel Christian Church of Malaysia’s (BCCM) immi-
grant schools in the interior of Sabah.  Both are currently under construction and should be completed by the end of Sep-
tember. 
Pacifica Synod’s companion synod for over twenty-five years, BCCM built these schools with funds from our Global En-
gagement and Mission (GEM) which was established several years ago by Bishop Emeritus Murray Finck’s brother-in-law 
to commemorate the many years of faithful ministry, service and leadership of Murray and Rhoda Finck. One of BCCM’s 
ministries in Malaysia is to provide education for children whose immigrant parents are undocumented and therefore can-
not attend public schools since they are provided by the government.  There are already four schools, one which we visited 
in Keningau, Sabah in 2014, when we helped built an education building next to a small BCCM church in the interior.   
The three-story building in Sapulut is a four-hour drive from Kota Kinabalu on the northwest coast and will initially accom-
modate about 30 students.  The second smaller one in Salung is another hour away and will have 20 students.  Both towns 
are in the southern Sabah interior which is very hilly and covered in rain forest, jungle and palm oil plantations, near the 
northern border of Indonesia. 

An article in the October newsletter will detail our itinerary and provide background for Pacifica Synod’s long-time relation-

ship with our brothers and sisters in Christ in Malaysia.  BCCM, one of four Lutheran bodies in Malaysia, has over 63,000 

baptized members in 112 congregations. 

Join us on September 12th at 6:15pm  
for our Fall Gathering 

 
This is an opportunity for greater fellowship and  

spiritual growth. Kerri Matheson will provide a salad for 
supper. You are invited to bring a side dish, bread or  

dessert to share. Our program for that evening will be an 
in-depth look at the book of Revelation through  

Barbra Rossing’s book 'The Rapture Exposed: The  
Message of Hope in the Book of Revelation.'  

You won't want to miss it!  
Our next Gathering will be on Wednesday September 

26th at 6:15pm.  





CHILDREN’S CENTER UPDATE 
August has brought some changes to the Children’s Center.  The biggest 
change has been the unexpected resignation of Hope Todd as  
Director.  Hope left us with out any notice so Miss Dalila Leon, one of the 
teachers here at Ascension, has graciously filled in as acting Director with 
the help of Miss Denisse Guerrero, another teacher.  Unfortunately for us, 
she is getting married and moving to Chula Vista.  She has accepted a job 
near where she will be living.  Her last day was Aug. 29.  She will be  
greatly missed.  Throughout this time, we have been interviewing to fill the 

Director’s position. Please pray for the leadership of the Children’s Center. 
 
The Children’s Center’s other change has been the promotion of 15 children to Kindergarten.  The  
promotion ceremony was held Aug.24 in the Sanctuary and followed by light refreshments.  Everyone 
had a wonderful time.  Our very own, Fiona Fry, was among those moving onto Elementary 
school.  We wish her and the others great success this next year.  Now, we have a lot of empty seat to 
fill.  So, we could use prayers for a successful enrollment period.  Remember that this is our Ministry to 
the neighborhood that reaches families year round.  Let us embrace this ministry and support it with 
prayer and participation.   

In His Service, 
Emily 

On Sunday, September 9th, we will be performing 
community service at Agape House - SDSU  
(5863 Hardy Avenue, San Diego, CA 92115). At 
Agape House, we will organize the clothing and 
food pantry, perform gardening duties (Agape 
House will provide seeds and vegetable plants), 
demo a wood shed and cleanup their property, serve a meal & drinks (Agape House will provide lemonade & 
iced tea mix) and share life experiences with the student community.  
 
Parking is limited at Agape House, so we should carpool. There is paid parking in the public parking structure 
on Lindo Paseo (directly behind Agape House). If you would like to be a driver in the carpool please indicate 
on the sign-up sheet. 
 
If you would like to donate to their food pantry they will accept any non-perishable food items dated less than 
one year old are welcome. It’s also nice to have small portion, ready to eat items that do not need cooking. 
 
We are looking for donations of flowering plants for their flower beds. Agape House does have gardening 
tools, but feel free to bring your  own gardening tools. 
 
We will be demolishing a wood shed. We need (power) tools to help with the demolition and vehicles to haul 
the debris to the landfill. Please let us know if you can provide a vehicle to haul debris to the landfill. 
 
We want to build a stronger relationship with the SDSU student community. One of the most important tasks is to 
sit on a Agape House sofa and share your life experiences with a student. 



If your birthday or anniversary does not appear,  
please call the office.  We wish to include everyone. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY’S 

09/01  Eric Powell 
09/15  Cathie Gerding 
09/15  Brian Oliver 
09/15  David Oliver 
09/15  Tracy Lee Provins 
09/20  Christy Hanna-Hubbell 
09/20  Bobbi Holmberg 
09/21  Dawson Enright 
09/25  Andy Enright 
09/27  Kathy Powell 
09/28  Adam Powell 
09/30  Adelene Fry 

Council President  
Chris Stoneberg………… (619) 469-9508   
Vice President 
Emily Hart…………...…… (619) 583-4663  
Treasurer 
Lori Schmidt……………....(619) 884-3670 
Christian Education/Youth   
Kerri Matheson…….….....…(619) 300-9472  
Property & Grounds   
Bill Nemec…………...…......(619) 823-7750  
Stewardship 
Kurt Schmidt .……………....(619) 669-5277  
Worship & Music 
Sally Costa………….….....(619) 723-4226 
Recording Secretary 
Kathy Murphy……….……..(619) 444-1420 

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

09/13    Bob & Kathy Murphy     43 years 
09/21    Don & Carol Rutherford     50 years 
09/27    Eddie & Sally  Costa     38 years 

2When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall 
not reap to the very edges of your field, or gather 
the gleanings of your harvest; you shall leave them 
for the poor and for the alien: I am the LORD your 

God.  
-Leviticus 23:22 

Ascension’s 8th Annual Craft Fair  
 

Saturday, November 10, 2018 

Sale Hours: 8A—1P 
(Sale will be held inside and outside) 

 
Space Fee: $40 each 
Table Fee: $10 Each 
*Fee is non-refundable 

 
Contact Emily at: 

ascensioncraftsale@gmail.com  
to reserve your spot.  

 
Vendor Forms can be downloaded on the 

website as well.  


