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Houston was a lot of fun! We had Texas BBQ and
Sushi. We toured NASA, saw thousands of bats fly
out from under a bridge, and had a good dose of
Texas summer heat.
But as awesome as those experiences were (except for the heat), the Houston Youth
Gathering was even greater. I found the evening mass gatherings themselves to be the
most meaningful- especially the presenters. Everyone had the sense that God's Spirit
was really at work in their lives. We felt the back-and-forth love and support. When the
speakers shared an especially painful story, often the audience would stand and applaud, as if to say 'We love you and support you.' The speakers bore witness to the fact
that God uses our weakness and pain to reveal God's strength and healing. God uses
ordinary people to change the world- They simply had the faith to risk something new,
and God has rewarded their risk and done amazing things through them. It was a
powerful experience.
You can find a link below to Marlon Hall's presentation, one of my favorite speakers.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_U_3SFv-no

________________________

STAFF

I also appreciated the diversity of the gathering presenters and worship leaders. The
organizers worked hard to bring a diversity of racial, generational, and ethnic voices, as
well as those of the LGBT+ community, to bear witness to God's love to a largely white
church. This was a gift to us all.

Rev. Rick Fry
Pastor

Big thanks to Kerri for working so hard to start fundraisers, register and organize us for
the gathering. Houston would not have happened for our youth without her.

Nicole Soares
Office Administrator

And thanks also to Carter, Drue, Kayla, and Lilly for working hard to fundraise,
participate in pre-gathering campfire groups, and being upbeat and open to the Spirit's
power through the Youth Gathering. I'm very proud of the young people they are
becoming.

Hope Todd
Children’s Center Director
Norma Vanpoucke
Bookkeeper

And lastly I'd like to thank the church for all their support of the youth and this trip.
Everyone's dedication makes me proud to serve you as pastor!

Yours in Christ,
+Pastor Rick

“Looking Up in Faith -- Reaching Out in Love”

Kayla Matheson:
My time in Houston? Well I guess it could be summed up
in three words… it changed everything.! The presence of
God was everywhere. You could feel it throughout the
trip, in lines waiting to get to your next destination, at
the school that we worked to clean and with the people
we met and talked with. I guess that would be my
favorite part of the trip, knowing that everyone who
was there, was there to do the same thing, to praise The
Lord and to learn about and grow in their faith. There
was so much positivity in the atmosphere that you
couldn’t help but to smile and feel good, knowing that
God was there.
In addition to the strong presence of God on this trip,
there were many kids having fun, making new friends
and enjoying Texas. One place they could achieve these
activities was in community life. Community life was the
“it place” to be. A place where you could play games
such as gaga ball, 9 square and can jam, hang out with
their new-found friends and find their inner artist. It was
the pit stop before going to the mass gathering right
next door. The 9 square was probably my favorite thing
to do at community life because of the competitiveness
of the people who played it.
The other hot spot of the trip were the mass gatherings.
Any space with the ability to hold 38,000 people is big
but the NRG stadium was huge. Everyone in attendance
only filled up half of the stadium. However, the size of
the crowd didn’t stop the music from penetrating
everyone’s hearts. The songs sung were mostly
contemporary like the theme song, This Changes
Everything, to classic hymns such as Jesus Loves Me and
Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone). The amazing
speakers captivated us with their motivational stories,
however one in particular motivated me to want to
make a change in how our society works. His name is
Bryan Stevenson and he talked about how there is
injustice in the courtrooms, and how young kids are
being tried as adults and being sentenced into jail as
children. This spoke to me because I don’t believe that
young kids should be put into jail with adults and I think
that people should be treated equally and respectfully
in and out of courtrooms.
In conclusion, I would like to thank you all so much for
helping send us on this trip. It was beneficial to me because for the first time, I felt The Lord with me. I can’t
specify a time or place that it happened, all I knew was
that I felt Him, and I was happy. So thank you, this trip
really changed everything.

DRIVERS NEEDED

Join us for a Padres Faith & Family Night on
Sat. Sep 29 vs Diamondbacks at 5:40 pm
with post-game Q&A, testimony with players and
concert by Matt Maher,
contemporary Christian artist.
Reserve your tickets starting Sunday 8/19!
See Dale Sorenson for more info on pricing and
seating options.

Worship and Music and Outreach
Committee will be in need of drivers and
big SUVs for the singers who will be
performing at our Concert at 4pm on
Sunday Sept 30th. Contact Kathy Hass if
you could help us. You would be driving
downtown for pickup and coming back to
Ascension, staying for the concert and the
meal provided for the drivers & singers
and taking them back after the meal.

Kerri Matheson:
“This Changes Everything” was theme of the
week. Each of the first three day focused on how Hope,
Grace and Love Changes Everything. Culminating to
the final day, on Sunday when the worship service revealed that in fact, Jesus Changes Everything by Loving
us, giving us Hope, and showing us Grace.
Each night we met up with 30,000 of our
closest Lutheran friends to sing praises, hear stories of
faith and to learn more about what it means to be a
Christian, an ELCA Lutheran and a Human in today’s
society. It was a spectacular display each night consisting of music, videos, lights, pyrotechnics, musicians, dancers and
phenomenal guest speakers. I encourage everyone to go to YouTube and watch some of the speakers that
were highlighted. The line-up was remarkable, including a former Hindu who became an ELCA Lutheran pastor, an 18 year old recovering drug and alcohol addict, an 11 year old transgender girl and her mother, a
young man who used to cut himself, a former drug addict turned ELCA Lutheran pastor, and a pastor who witnessed the events of 911 from a nearby building and was one of the first responders, just to name a few. Each
one spoke honestly and openly and straight from the heart about what it means to them to be loved by God,
to have hope and to feel God’s grace.
It was quite an experience spending time with these truly terrific teens. They were well behaved, polite
and a joy to be with. I think I can speak for us all and say we are blessed to be able to have this experience
together. I will forever be grateful to the Ascension Congregation for supporting us both with your prayers
and of course your generosity. It never ceases to amaze me just how caring and giving each and everyone of
you are. Thank you for supporting us through all of our fundraisers, including the house cleaning, the 50’s
dance, the Grocery Outlet shopping trips, the Easter Breakfast, the coin collection and for everyone who kept
slipping me money. This is an amazing Church and I am so honored and gracious to be a part of it. Thank you
Thank you, Thank you! Our next stop...Minneapolis 2021 or BUST!!!!!!

Lilly Hubbell:
First I would like to thank everyone in our congregation for supporting us and donating all the
money. I had a lot of fun on the trip. When we arrived I was worried about the heat but it seemed like
everywhere we went there was air conditioning. I have also meet a lot of new friends. I love to now tell people I
have friends all over the US. We as a group have also learned many lessons from the speakers we have heard
from. I loved what changes everything.
One of the funniest things from this trip was teaching everyone how to play Mao. You have to learn how
to play the game by getting penalized. I can’t talk about the rules and I was the only one that knew how to
play going into this. When we were waiting for fun events we would take out the cards and I would teach everyone how to play. I am usually the one confused at things so I thought it was funny seeing
everyone else confused. We would also play this game with other people we would meet. We got to play Mao
with people from Kauai!
Besides playing cards with people we just meet I took a lot from this experience. It was really
awesome seeing all the things we support as a congregation. I also loved seeing the speakers. There was a
couple I have seen at school and I was thrilled to see
talk there in person! The main thing I took away from
this is God Changes Everything! Gods love, hope, joy,
and how everything god does changes everything! I
again would like to thank the congregation for giving
me a chance to see how god changes everything.

Drue Sorenson:
I’d like to give a big thanks to the whole congregation
for giving us the wonderful opportunity to go to this
event in Houston! The whole trip was so much fun.
I guess I had never realized what 30,000 kids
really looked like, because when I walked into the
huge stadium it was crazy how many people were
there. Every single one of the speakers was so
inspiring, they gave such amazing messages that I
know I won’t
forget. Every single day was packed full with activities to do so there
was never a dull moment. While being there we had all met so many
new friends from all around the country! I honestly don't think I could pick
my favorite part of this whole trip because I enjoyed everyday. Although, one of my favorite moments was when Carter came out of his
room in the funniest pajamas and we all couldn’t stop laughing!
I’ll never forget getting hugs from random people with “free hugs” shirts
on, or singing praise songs along with 30,000 other teens, or when we
had pastor eat a huge bite of wasabi….(sorry about that again pastor)
or watching Carter run across the hotel hallway with a huge sheet acting
like he had a cape.
But lastly a special thanks to Kerri for being the best youth leader ever! We love you! And also to pastor for putting up with us crazy
kids for a whole week.

Dale & Darlene Sorenson:
Dale and I extend our gracious gratitude for your prayers and all who gave and/or
participated in our Houston
Youth Gathering fundraisers.
What a great opportunity it
was for the youth to experience this spiritual gathering
with so many youth from
across our nation. Thank you
again!

NICOLE GOING ON MATERNITY LEAVE
As many of you know, I am having a baby in about a month! I know, it
came quickly! If all goes as planned, I will be starting my maternity
leave 9/4/18 and will return on 10/15/18. The wonderful Karen Miles
will be filling in on a part-time basis to help cover some of my major
duties. As you know babies have a mind of their own, so we will keep
you posted of any changes to the plan.

Carter Provins:
The whole trip was really just truly great. We started the whole thing with a trip to NASA. Nasa was
Spectacular. We got to see Mission Control, which was so astonishing but the tour could have been better because most
of it was just like “And if you look to your left, You get to see a building! (yay...) And if you look to your right, You get
to see another building!” But it was just no flare whatsoever. I think the tour guides should get a paid business trip to
Disneyland for the sole purpose of watching the jungle cruise and taking some notes and learning some tips. But after
NASA we went to that night’s gathering. That night was just a ton of songs and happiness. Because it was just songs, we
went back to the hotel early. We were hungry so on the way back we got a What-A-Burger. It was like a Texas In-nOut. We went back to the hotel to eat them. Or at least that was the plan. The next morning we went to Synod day.
Synod day was the 2nd best of the three activities. We went into this giant ballroom that contained people from LA,
San Diego and Hawaii. Even though it was just people in our Synod we still had a great time because one of the things
that we did was interactive activities. The activities were interesting and included things like bumping rumps with random
people. Yea... a lot of people didn’t really like that one. Also when we were just singing and dancing to one song a
group people in the corner was kind of dancing while having wrapped their hands wrapped around their shoulders
together in a circle. I walked over and when they saw me coming they opened up a bit of space to allow me in. As soon
as they did that a couple more people walked over. And then a bit more. This
continued till we had a giant link in the shape of a blob wrapped around the
perimeter of the room. That was one of the highlights of that day. That night
we went to the mass gathering. This mass gathering was my second favorite.
At the mass gathering we did lots of songs again but because the theme of
the day was love we talked a lot about God’s love. The next day was service
work day.
Of the three days service day was my least favorite. Because it’s not
that it wasn’t enjoyable, it was just unorganized. To the point where was three
things we were to there. Two of them got done quickly the third one was
painting and we couldn’t start that till 30 mins after we finished the others
because no one got the paints. Then we were delayed again because of a
wasp nest. After we finally started painting we realized something else. We had two different colored paints. It wasn’t
like blue and yellow or obvious differences. It was whiteish gray and grayish white. Just enough of a difference that you
noticed when you painted them next to each other you would see the difference. That was just FINE. Anyways, that night
we had the best mass gathering. Where the first night was all about love, the second one was all about grace. Also that
night we got to hear the best speaker. Overall the songs, speakers, and everything that night was better. The next day
was the best activity of all. Interaction day. I didn’t mention this earlier but after we finished a thing like service day or
synod day, we got the go to community life. This was a giant warehouse full of video games, frisbee, board games, inflatables, food trucks, hammocks, and a dude that was preaching. Now as awesome as that may sound only about half
of the people that went to interaction day would go. So, you have about 31,600 people doing these activities. And thus,
the lines were humongous. Certain inflatables had wait times over an hour. So you rally wouldn’t go on me to much.
However, one thing I quickly notified in the Mariokart section. I was pretty much the only person to even attempt getting
good at the game and I quickly realized this when I would challenge people and watch them compete to not get last.
Not when I was competing for first against the hard com. Now, back to interaction day, we get there and realize that all
interaction day is a overly large community life that includes things like border crossing problems. And how to fix these.
However, it was in an even larger warehouse then community life. And instead of 31.6 thousand people in there, there
was only about 12.6 thousand people. And because there was a zipline you might think that would be annoying, but I
loved it! Not because I went on, but because at a single point a good thousand to 2 thousand people were waiting in
line for it. Here’s a couple of things you could do at interaction day, compare it to the community life: zip-line, farming
simulator, virtual reality, Martin Luther quiz, poster making, food, photo booth 1, kickball, soccer, basketball, baseball,
photo booth 2, hammocks, inflatable chair thingies, and a 3rd photo booth. Yes I could’ve written
3 photo booths but where’s the fun in that. The mass gathering that night was my least favorite.
The first one was love which I really liked. The second one was grace that I really liked and
connected with. The third one was hope which I didn’t like or connect with. The next day
we did another gathering that mostly songs again and then we went home.
Overall, one of my favorite parts of the whole thing was just how
amazing it made me feel just being a Lutheran and realizing how many people had
similar ideals to me and our church and me. I loved seeing all of our countries
Lutheran high schoolers.

AUGUST BIRTHDAY’S
Philip Kuey
Darlene Sorenson
Doug Provins
Marv Holmberg
Kathy Murphy
Dan Teague
Joni Neas
Ron Mahoney
Riley King
Nicole Denow

08/01
08/01
08/03
08/05
08/09
08/12
08/19
08/24
08/26
08/28

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
David & Pam Oliver
Philip Kuey & Emily Hart-Kuey
Kurt & Lori Schmidt
Steve & Stephanie Millican
Ron & Kay Mahoney
Marv & Bobbi Holmberg

Council President
Chris Stoneberg………… (619) 469-9508
Vice President
Emily Hart…………...…… (619) 583-4663
Treasurer
Lori Schmidt……………....(619) 884-3670
Christian Education/Youth
Kerri Matheson…….….....…(619) 300-9472
Property & Grounds
Bill Nemec…………...…......(619) 823-7750
Stewardship
Kurt Schmidt .……………....(619) 669-5277
Worship & Music
Sally Costa………….….....(619) 723-4226
Recording Secretary
Kathy Murphy……….……..(619) 444-1420

08/03
08/06
08/06
08/07
08/30
08/31

33 years
7 years
35 years
42 years
60 years
62 years

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear,
please call the office. We wish to include everyone.

Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for by doing that some
have entertained angels without
knowing it.
-Hebrews 13:2

