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Alleluia, Christ is Risen! What better way to celebrate the risen Christ then by
celebrating the kickoff of our Allied ‘Community’ Gardens- Springtime, new growth,
new garden, new life. Why a community garden? Well, I’m reminded of the Lord’s
command to the Israelites in exile. “4Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel, to
all the exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: “5Build houses
and live in them; plant gardens and eat what they produce” (Jeremiah 29: 4).
Gardens are not only a means of growing produce, but a gathering place, a place to
come together in community and develop deeper bonds of friendship with one
another, a place for both physical and spiritual nourishment. The goal of our garden
is to build a caring community, to teach people how to grow produce, and to feed
the hungry healthy locally grown food.
We will be celebrating the beginning of our community garden on Arbor Day April
7th at 10:00 in the back lot of the church. Fun games and activities for kids. Come
join us!
Yours in Christ,
+Pastor Rick
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The week after Arbor Day, our confirmation youth will be confirmed during
worship, on Sunday, April 15th! They have worked hard to reach this point, and
it’s been an honor and privilege to take part in their faith formation the past two
years. We look forward to celebrating their great achievement as they affirm their
baptismal faith, take their place in the church, and grow as disciples of Jesus!
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MEMORAIZATION
-Pastor Rick Fry
In other news, two things happened this past month that has made me think about the importance of
memorizing scriptures and articles of faith. First, in our Tuesday Bible Study we’ve been studying ‘By Heart,’ a
lesson on Luther’s Small Catechism co-authored by Southwest California Bishop Guy Erwin. We had a lively
discussion about the importance of memorizing scripture. The authors write about how memorizing scripture
was so important for the Israelites: “The purpose is to keep the word ‘in your heart,’ to internalize them, to
make them stick, so to speak.” They go on to describe how Luther wrote his Small Catechism in such a way
that families could memorize its contents, to make the teachings a “habit of the heart.” Then, our
Wednesday night guest was Egyptian Christian Adel Abdelmalak who spoke of the importance of memorizing
scriptures. After the presentation, someone approached me with an idea: Put a verse or verses of scripture in
the newsletter, as a ‘verse of the month’ for us to memorize. Great idea! So let’s try for a while it and see
how it goes.
Memorize these verses, so that you internalize them. Have discussion with your families about them, or
friends. Impress them upon heart. Our verses for April come from Matthew 5: 14-16. All translations are from
the NRSV.
14

“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the
bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5: 14-16).

AFTER EASTER
From Bob Plimpton
Easter is more than one Sunday. The early Christians changed their
day of worship from the Old Testament seventh day to the first day
of the week, the day when Jesus rose from the dead. The liturgical
calendar has the Easter season go for seven weeks until Pentecost,
this year May 20. Our hymnal contains many wonderful Easter
hymns which we will sing during April in recognition of the fact that
the power that raised Jesus from the dead continues to be at work in us. Paul prayed that the Ephesians
would know “his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty
strength he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead” (Ephesians 1:19, 20). Imagine! Resurrection
power is at work in us.
The world’s problems are too big for us to deal with. Sometimes we face difficulties in our personal lives that seem overwhelming. Adam Hamilton, founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the
Resurrections in Leawood, KS, is fond of saying that “the worst word is never the last word.” The disciples
thought Jesus’ death was the end, but it was not. God had yet another word when he raised Jesus from
the dead.
One of my favorite less frequently sung Easter hymns was written by the mid-20th century British
pastor Bryan Wren. We will sing it as a Gathering Song on April 20:
Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna! Celebrate this day of days.
Christ is risen! Hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.
In the desert all surrounding, see, a spreading tree has grown.
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown.
Christ is risen! Raise your spirits from the caverns of despair.
Walk with gladness in the morning. See what love can do and dare.
Drink the wine of resurrection, not a servant, but a friend;
Jesus is our strong companion, joy and peace shall never end.
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven never more shall be the same.
Break the bread of new creation where the world is still in pain.
Tell its grim, demonic chorus, “Christ is risen! Get you gone!”
God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna, everyone!
Paul knew that, even though we struggle against the cosmic forces of evil (Eph. 6:12), nothing can
defeat the victory of Christ at work in us. “Who (or what) shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? … No, in all these things
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life,
neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth,
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord” (Rom. 8:35-39).

Paul’s personal goal was to “know the power of his resurrection” (Phil. 3:10). May that be our goal
as we move through the great season of Easter to the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost.
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04/19
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8 years
21 years
45 years

If your birthday or anniversary does not appear,
please call the office. We wish to include everyone.

SAVE THE DATE!
NATIONAL DAY of PRAYER —Thursday, May 3, 2018
There is a luncheon at the Crown Plaza Hotel Mission Valley from
11:45 -1:30 featuring readings from the Old and New Testament
followed by prayers for our local, national and international leaders
with keynote speaker former Senator Hank Brown.
See Mike Ardelt if interested in attending.

Council President
Chris Stoneberg………… (619) 469-9508
Vice President
Emily Hart…………...…… (619) 583-4663
Treasurer
Lori Schmid………………....(619) 884-3670
Christian Education/Youth
Kerri Matheson…….….....…(619) 300-9472
Property & Grounds
Bill Nemec…………...…......(619) 823-7750
Stewardship
Kurt Schmidt .……………....(619) 669-5277
Worship & Music
Sally Costa………….….....(619) 723-4226
Recording Secretary
Kathy Murphy……….……..(619) 444-1420

Please plan to join us for the 5th Sunday on
April 29th following the worship service continuing with a breakfast/ brunch theme . If you
wish, you can bring a
favorite side dish to share and enjoy some
great fellowship. Bring a friend too!
We hope to see you then!
—Mike Ardelt
Congregational Life

